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Equal Opportunity Cell
in collaboration with
Human Rights Cell
@ Organized
An Expert Discourse _611 “The Tapestry of J ustice: Recent Supreme Court

Judgments wéaving the Fabric of:'_I—_Iu man Rilgli'tl's_ in ,l,nilii'a,”.”

On 9th December, 2023 an expert discourse, was organised by Equal Opportunity Cell in
collaboration with Human Rights Cell. N T SR P

In the lecture titled "The Tapestry of Justice: Recent Supreme Cotirt Judgements Weaving the
Fabric of Human Rights in India," by Dr. Colin Gonsalves, a leading human rights activist,
Senior Advocate Supreme Court of India shared key:insights on significant case laws. This
report aims to capture the lecture's essence, focusing on critical legaliissues while preserving

Dr. Gonsalves' distinctive style and perspectives: "/ i ' |
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"To deny people th eir human rights'is to c}'rﬂﬂé:igéffiéfr; very humanity.” - Nelson Mandela
Human rights are inherently 'signiﬁcant,.aﬁq'-rec,pghi;g_eil as ind'is'_pcn_szib_lt_: for the survival and
a dignity of every individual. International Human Rights Day; observed on December 10th
' worldwide, serves as a poignant reminder of the shared commitment to upholding these
fundamental rights. i i | eI ' g
In-alignment with this global initiative; Marathwada Mitra Mandal’s Shankarrao Chavan law
College (SCLC) took the initiative to celebrate "Human Rights Week’ from December 3th i
December 9th, 2023. Throughout the week; the college orchestrated a series of ‘engaging
activities and competitions aimed at, fostering awarencss and understanding of human rights
issues among the students. [ LV ERRN 4/ AHO STl R
of ‘events included enlightening 'ex'pgart lectures, ‘a sel f.defense ﬁarg)gram

The diverse range
rangol!

tailored for both male and ‘female S{le_e,nt:},{'-a'i-.-viE')_'_ifam;. poster-making competition.
competition and a thought-provoking Open Mic Competition. These activities were nol jusl
informative but also interactive,_encmlrag”ing students to actively engage with the principles
and challenges surrounding human rights. , : ! :
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ACt?V!ties for the year 2023-2024 were conducted in. collabofalibﬁ with Cell for Human Rights
Activities, Equal Opportunity Cell and Internal Complaints Committee. (ICC)

Gk s e

Date Particulars

5.12.2023 | Poster and Rangoh Makmg Competltlon \

The theme ‘Consohdaunu and Susrammg Human nghts Cu]ture into the
Future and | Vlolence agamst Women '

6.12.2023 fHands—on tralnmg on How todo- Self’Dcfence" i

jTramer Mrs Rupah Saikhcdkar medcr othruv Defcnce Monvatlbn'
Centre NGO i li . "

_'?_,12.'2'023 _Open M]G— Studcnts 0 sharc thelrthoughts poetry m’u_lsilc; Street_play;-'apt,__ i
| dance etc rclated to human rlghts K S s

| The theme ‘Consolidatmg and Susiammg Human nghts Cultuic into the - )
'Future and V:olence agamst women” 1 L iy

j 8.12.2023 | Film Screenmg A thought- provo}\mg f'lm screemng rclatcd 'tol._hq_rn'an rights,
followcd byddlscussmn il SRR e

& | At f R A
{} Y Fes B

9.12.2023 | An Expert Discourse by Dr Colin Gonsalvcs (Senlor Advocate Sup;eme
/. | Court ofIndla) on “The Tapestry of:Justice! Recent Supreme Court Jud;,mcnts

weawng the fabnc ofhuman ughts m\Indla N G

Through thcse 1mtiat|vc5, SCLC sought to creatc an mcluswe and mformed commumty that
_understands the importance of respecting ‘and protectn'lf‘I human rights. By commemorating
Human Rights Week, the college not only honored the legacy of Nelson Mandela but also
contributed to nurturing a ~gencration of somally awarc and compassionate mdmduais

committed to uphold;ng the mherent dlgmty of all. il

Objectives:

I. Facilitating studcnts in expandmg thclr understandmg of contcmporary corrcctlonal
issues and translating theorefical lessons on 'TTuman Rights' into practical mSIghls
2. Promoting ¢ education and fostering he1ghtcned awareness of Human Rights.
3. Analyzing and scrutinizing. instances'of Human Rights Violations for comprehenswe

" study.
4, Extending legal outreach (o margmalued commumltes ensurmg _}usncc for all

. oppressed groups.
'5. Establishing collaborative networks w1th other orgamzanons f'o‘:termg, a sense of

" Isolidarity for collcctwe actiop
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Sch(,dule ofthe Program
Day 1: Poster. and Rﬂngoh Malung, Com pehtlon

Theme Consohdatmg and Sus:ammg Human R:ghm Culture into Ihe F uture’ and Violence
against women' . ' '

Introduct:on The Poster and Rangoh Makmg, Competmon hcld on 5t Déc.was & vibrant and
creative event that showcased the artistic talents of the students. The event, organized by the
college. almed to foster creatlwty, teamwork and aesthetlc sensibilities among the partlmpanls
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Conclusion: The Poster and I-R'Izl_ﬁgbl'i':.l\/:gaking_'Qdmpétitipn 'not'on'ly provided a platform for
students to express their creativity but also fostered a sense of healthy competition. The event
was a testament to the artistic prowess of our students and showcased their ability to translate
ideas into visually captivating creations. The competition overall enriched the cultural fabric
of our institution resulting in significant and hbl_is_ticdevelo;)mc'nt of the students.

We invited Adv. Colin 'Gbn'sgliw'/es“,-_ SeniQ_r_Aldvchlte_S'up_refﬁe Court of India to feli'cl:i_tate"all the
participants and winners by distributing certificates of participation and appreciation. Winners
were given attractive gift vouchers. Total no. of participants - 12 -
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Day 2: W. ' .. b . i .
y 4: Workshop/ Hands On training on ‘How to do Self Defense?’

Introduction: The workshop on "Hi | -

‘No. 501. ThI:; Eﬂ-;;‘;rlzslg‘;gt?;y I-‘lforl\_’-lo Do Self-Defense" was conducted on 6" Noy at Hall
fotialc: StUGRES KAd the ot h(? he er¢11! was (o empower participants, predominantly
Sl sy, i S caching staff, with practical self-defense skills to enhance their
ST I -. eing. .'T.‘h_c II:lStI‘I.iCtQ_I‘ ensured _thzu female students learn the self-
O w'ictlh i 'Otp?gtccf them in cases: of sexual violence caused. The workshop
safely. STHE bastiod introduction !_o_tl?(; importance of_ self-dcfcnse-and its role in personal
techriiguis. Facili I_:a:i“g were then guided through various practical aspects of self-defense
Forda D"I ated by our esltleelmeldhand experienced. insll-uctor, Mrs. Rupali Saikhedkar,
_ r Director. of Dhruv Motivational Centre. (NGO) She has earned numerous accolades
in her career. No. of participants — More than 90. R |

Felicitating the Trainer, Mrs. R;ep'gﬁ Saikhedkar, Fnun-der_l?fre&;for of Dhmi? Foundation

(NGO)
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Self-defence teclniques by the instructor for students und non-teaching staff’
at Hall No. 501 proved to be d

p helld.on'.ﬁth Nov _ _
s and non-teaching staff, with

Conclusion: The Self-Defense Worksho
pivotal event in.equip'ping.par'ticipan’t's,-especiatly female student
essential skills for persona_] safety. Mrs. RupéIi'Sai_khedkar, the esteemed instructor from Dhruy
Motivational Centre, brought her wealth of experience to. guide participants through practical
self-defense techniques. The wni'ksho'p'_riot'cnly'e_rhphaisized'_thc'importance of self-defense bul
also fostered a sense of empowerment and ¢onfidence among the attendees. As we reflect on
this impactful session, we hope that the knowledge gaincd will'serve as a foundation for a safer
and more secure community: ‘We owe special. thanks to ‘Mrs.’ Rupali Saikhedkar for her
expertise and dedication in making this workshop.a valuable experience for all participants.
Day 3: Open Mic — Students to share their thoughts, poetry, music, street play, act, dance
etc. related to human rights and Islcxu_al violence a-g':i;‘nsr' women | e

Introduction: The Open Mic eV
women, held on 7" Dec at Hall'
thoughts, creativity, and passiont
awareness and foster dialogue on human rights issues wh
within the student community. ) L

ent dedicated to"human rights and sexual violence agains!
No. 501, provided a platform for students 1o express their
hrough various forms of art;, The event aimed to raise

ile showcasing the diverse talents

The event began with an atmosphere of anticipation as students, filled with enthusiasm, took
the stage to share their pcrspectiveé on h'u_lh;a_n_'ri'gh_ts.-_-’l‘lm_e_ range of performances was both =
impressive and thought-provoking, highlighting the' depth of emotions and understanding,
among the participants. Studentspa_rti'c'_ipat'ed'_fin,ft'lhou'g'ht sharing, dance, poctry, speech, etc., 10
express their views on human rights. One of the _pa'rti__c'ipan'ts'through a classical dance portrayed
the issues and challenges faced by a2l century women and'how.to overcome s }

y Dr. Pratik Salgar and Mrs. Shital Keskar, teaching staff of the college.

The event was judged b

(81 CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Individuals were proyideq With a bookmark featuring a quote on human rights as a means

- {o foster awareness.
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an Rights was not just an event; it was a
engagement. Through poetry, music, street
s demonstrated their commitment to raising
rved as a reminder that art has the power to

. to play in promoting a world where human
nt witnessed a total of 2| participants.

inspire change and tha every individual has a role
rights are respected and upheld. The event

Day S: An Expert Discourse and Prize distribution:
On ccembe ' i 1S organise . ' !

n")lh D:..ccn1l')cr,,2023 an expert discourse was organised by Equal Qeparunity Cell.in
collaboration with Human Rights Cell, .
}!1 lhc lecture titled _"Thc Tapestry of Justice: Recent Supreme Court Judgements Weaving the

ﬂbl.lc Of l‘!lln‘lan nghts in llldif?," by DI’. COIi" GO"SEHYCS! a lEﬂ(liﬂg hu llnlﬂn l‘lghts ﬂC(iViSt;
Senior {\d_vocatc Supreme Court of India shared key insights an significant case laws. This
report aims to capture the lecture's essence, focusing on critical legal issues while preserving
Dr. Gonsalves' distinctive style and perspectives.

Key points from the expert discourse:

The Right to Food and Public Interest Litigations (PILs) in India- Dr.' Gonsalves
highlighted the Human Rights Law Network's efforts in' addressing the right to food and
combating malnutrition. He emphasized! the' proyision of subsidized food grains o the
impoverished, citing the Melgard Case to underscore the impact of malnutrition on children's
rights. The lecture encouraged aspiring lawyers:to engage directly with affected communities

i

and raise awareness about the need for legal advocacy. i

Climate Change in India- Dr. Gonsalves emplhzi's:rizcdl the significance of practical legal
education, using the Chardham Case'as an example to illustrate the need for on-the-ground
comprehension. The discourse delved into the environmental and political implications of the
Char Dham project, questioning the necessity of controversial highways in the Himalayas.

The Interplay between Sediti’oii ‘and Freedom' of Sj')_c'.é‘",chII"and-'Exprléssion'- Addressing
contemporary challenges, Dr. Gonsalves discussed sedition charges, 'denial of bail based on
provacative language, and concerns about freedom of speech. While specific case laws were
not cited, activist arrests, such as Sudha Bharadwaj's:and Surendra Gadling's, were mentioned.
The lecture explored current events, including Umar Khalid's denial of bail and the Pinjra Tod

Movement, emphasizing the evolying legal landscape. '

Environmental and Tribal Rights-'Dr. Gonsalves shed light on issues faced by tribals in
India, discussing climate change, forced  evictions, and broader constitutional principles
potentially linked to cases like "T.N. Godavarman Thirumulpad v. Union of India." The lecture
highlighted the significance of the Forest Tribes Act and discussed the 2023 amendment (o the
Environmental Conservation Act, emphasizing  the vulnerability ' of unnotified forests to
industrial encroachment. : il

Essentials for Legal Professionals- The discourse emphasized qualities essential for judges
and advocates, urging candor and fearlessness in addressing authority. Dr. Gonsalves stressed
the duty of judges to speak truth to power and the importance ofexpressing dissent respectfully.
The lecture underscored the nced for a dynamic and - flexible approach, urging legal
professionals to explore and travel, : |
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br. Coli;-r Gonsalves with IExecu_(ive President Prin. B.G Jadhav, HRC and EOC team

members and invited guests
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Our students were honored for their active involvement in diverse competitions held

' .rhro'gg;hout the Human Rights Week celebration

Special recognition was extended to those who engaged in internships at Mitr Clinic,
Pune's pioneering transgender healthcare unit.

10



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

- TNATRWADA MITRA MANDAL's

\ 4
sHANKARRAO CHAVAN Law oy ar

.- AcCCre Grade by N
202/A, DECCAN GYMKH s
i /A L : KHANA, p
Affiliated to Sawla::bal Ph_ule Pu__r]e UniVerSily&Approv:leir E:‘;:CQU“- il'of Indi
ermanent IH_eg_.l No. -1dNo. : py/ PN/ Law/ 17?].”;(;'0%’)'”(1'8' et Ll "2 T R
_,,mnkanao CHalan " o IShlri Shivajirao D, G . '
 Late- N _ iR senvagirao Dy i o
Founder President -. . President anage'- i BE:aUﬁah?b i
P | ke Xe - resr;lent

PR, o "4 perspectives, contemporary challenges, and-a vision for the
.) uture. The report concludes with a cal] for'bravery and- exploration in the pursuit of justice,
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urging young law students to adyocate for the

) . il‘éifl't'i Deshmukh
Assistan_t'ProféjSSQr." Wk Principaly

 Program Coordinator Equal Opportunity Ccll /| MM’sSCLC.

15/12/2023, 1+
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