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The Contemporary Approach and Transformatton of Land Records: Ln ihe
world of Digitization ‘

: ' _ Tr. Ashwinl Tngole'
Abstract | i
Acqubsition of piece of Tand and ousership of it transformed whole course of Auman eivitizntion
once upan & fe, This wansfrmailon has guided dges of human existence in all spheres of his
fife, The tavemion of bend records ond s progresiive history demonsirates Hie some
I'rmli_’fbmrﬂmn The riew ere of digitalizasiom s also wot bren imanes from Iﬁﬂ!é' waTves
I‘mmfmmd.!lm And herce, ters & a gexd to overviow the oforis of ::l'.!,glr.l':mmn anl

mmf.smfawﬁun of land records in order o assess i succetses and faifuras and e tratssrite
e fatlirar nto aehievemtanse fmﬁguw-qfhmm Aghiis.

The fournay of the present lggm}'l:‘ii‘mrw% z;?;ir.hmm af meaning am‘ VEFTEHAS

sypes of the land records. thr?;%k?ge .ﬁ:smneﬁ"ba‘ﬂkgrmw of the land records
frr Indfta, she paper shows €d .:rmr;r ufcfn?mgnf.rn r&cmm"' of kand records in Indie
since ity inceplior, Then mﬁad.r _.riir.rhmf with mide#;!lmdmg ihe ra.ﬁe' played by
modemization and digiizatign of lamd ;m.; Thamthe Zym paper cosiders the
varions mechanisss  fm hieve digitalizaiion and

ng
mpdernizarion of knd ..ﬂr{ -EiFJE .:é:ﬂﬂd in prder fo arresE (e
efforts of digiitzation and moderk g i r‘:'jr;r,’ndim :

Having considered the various initiarives of digitication and modernizaio af dend recards in
Todia, the anﬂ" contimues ifs fourney through the evaluaifon of chaftenges faved by the central
and stols anthoriifes and tries fo lroote the regsons befifnd thewe, Hoaving underitood the
chalienges posed and problems faced, the papar tries to puf fivth some sottilons awd
suggestions int ovder to find a way &o st these challenges and 1o mitigate the negative impact
of the problens.

Flope the jmmwy of thix paper will ety the reader 1o have a short but usefil nmgﬁt into role
pleyed by digitatizadon and modermzaion of land records e fndin. ;
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Introduetion i
Land is & ramarkable 3558t dae to its immobility mnd ite volue being closely tied to its location,
Forthermore, as the population cetitinues 1o grovy, the desand for land corsistently rises while
its availability rernsing limited The sccess to land or lond rights hag far-reaching irmplicatione
at variaus sepeets of life, including livelihoods, industrial development, and mmmmmmc
prograss. It has been obsenved that individuals who pussss extensive kind nglus schd 19 enjay
gresicr prmp-nnt;,r comparad to thoae whe sre [andiess, primarily hecause they have improved
access bo markets and vanions sotomic opporunithss that arise fram their land lJ"-‘."l'I.'-'JEh.l]:I

Access o land auwnership iz r_r.rpmaJl} satablished tuwough possession al a land tivle, which

werves a5 & defmitive dmunnn g\drwtuhlp hl‘\%d or immovable property. The
possazzion of a clesr land Lille %n of the tile holder vt any
competiag ¢lains made b:.r gan:lmg 3 G Tadia, , the determinalen of Tand

awpership telies on muttpplc mmrds., including rqgmemd S:HIE' dewde property Lax dncurments.
ROVETIMETL JUrvey rcmi'ds_,l md other relevant docurnents.- These recards coflectively
-""Iv...l'_

contribuie W establishing), aiid I||:Iatm".;g;nr ‘Er:.l.'mrﬁhm II"I cnunlr;.r" Howgver, these

bt only # re::lrrdn[ the
m? _:[l:]:::n;i‘nu.?-ﬁf| ﬁnk{:‘lg

docuisenes ‘are not & gov
ttansfer of property. During smgl{- A u:ms past uwn:rshl]:i rscards of
a property is on the buyer, Thers m-érﬂunﬂ -:u'-ﬁ-'.:nmiiup mfﬂdm., a6 deteswingd by such sale

deeds, if presamptive in nature, apd :ml:ur"t'tﬁ h??n'll'"nga“'

Land Records ' |

e of the key challengas faced by povemance mechanisms today s 1he effeetlve mlmagm'h‘.rll
of tand records and ensuring the availability of readily aceessible land information. The 1erm
“Land Regords™ encompasses & wide range of records, such ag the register of lands, Records o
Righiz (RoRts), lezancy and crop ingreclion registers, mutation registers, and rti'gislers for
dispited chees. Additionully, land records can alic meorporate peologbosl irformation
pertaining o e [and's ghape, size, and soil Iype, 23 well a5 economie details ¢onceming

T Wy fand erwarts 13 Epoctant™, FACHCorparate Dacumest

Rurposliony, Ditp:fwew, fao.o g docrep A0S a0 Tefpd 3 7e 04 bum,

* polloy, Amalyrical Repons, Land Records and Tidet @ India, PRS India, hn::i.r!m-nndu.-::ypml-:y-'amlruul-
res o2 Tand-res oS- apd At ns-mdia

% prachss Mishra & Roopal Suhap, Lad Racords & Titlet i lncs, FRS todle, Sepcaber 207,
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rrization and crops. Audressing the mainientnce énd sccassibility of these diverse [And racords
ig erurial for efficient land governance and inforrned decision-making.”

Following are the commen Weminologies which are used across India 1o ondersiand the Lard

Term Hindi | English ’ |

Ik iz the mmr.d: uf I'jﬂ]_'l.tﬁ {Fofd, ﬂ:in.hlaining -
Jamabatu]Erpd THIE= | information about the land, M5 owrer: spd it
aultivanors, dhe.
. | Khats describes a1l landholding of a fgmily o |
This is the snvey namber or the plm.numbar'
fhasga LAl assigned w3 land parcel. .
Thiz docymnent hes details of abani lind holdings of |
Fhataunf Tl e o
Khewat w57 This is  list of 2 landowner's entire lsndholding,
A copy of land records, 4 saknl containg every |
Hakal 59 information aboui, land, awnership pattsm, revenue, |
&b,
BT Thds signifies that 4 lind ¥ being culiivatzs by it
Klwdkasht kil ownears and nn-:l:r:.- cultivalon:.
Maza i) This is the tomm used b village.
Eainama AT This is the torm used for tale deed.
=L When a land parcel is miven on lease. i is KIvown A5
Patta and pattanama » AT patin Is mutation i known az patlanaimd '
Maintenznce of Land Records | .

A, Historical Backgrosid
Prior totndependence, land was mostly concentrated wilh the landlgrds or zamincars, wha had
pernanent property Tights, Under the zomindani gysietr, the zamindars were responsibke For
collacling lard rent fram a specific area and then paying a predetermined fixed amarmt a3 land

¥ Latd Recorde, The Minksiry of Electronles & Informason Tecinology. oz Iy O AN el ied -
MHWMMMMMIWHMMMWWEM&@EWM
L

§ Surta Mishra, Commanly wsed Land ped Pavence Records i India, Hoaking. Com, Z3 Ju 202,
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reveriue to the governmeat. This land revenue played a significan rele as a primary source of
governmen’ income. However, the rental payments thay were 1o be made by tenan:cultlvawors
were Dot regulated and wers subjeet to the discretlon of 1he landlerds. This lack ul‘ire'gulalinu
sngblod landlords 1 gensrate profits by charging rets that exceeded the requited amount 1o
be paid a5 revenue. In essence, the sbsence of retit control allowd landlords (o exploir their
position by imposing excessive reats gn the lenants, leading fo theic financial benedit?

With the primary focus of landiosds being the maximizetion of renl collection, a sysl::m ul kid
records was establizhad and upheld to facilitabe this process. These Tand Teconds served a1
sssential sources of informatisn far land revenue assessment, including datuls sich as the
property's area and the individual in possession of the propary. Fnllwnhg, India's
“independence, the mmindar] sysiem svas™a a!;_ IiHi'n:If l:nut land pwnecship continued ta be
determined rough & f:umhlual/ur/‘ lﬂpﬂﬂﬁlhlh‘l}' for Tand adirinistmation
wag fransfermed 1o the ﬂatee{ ar E nmj]_lﬁlmhliwrg afuerance of thes# records
became the'duty of reaprect ve‘:r‘a‘uemua d-tpanrnems 'F ;
e, i

While land is primarily sﬁE m‘hder "the jun!dlﬂ:lifm of the State, the establishment of 2
tatioon] Land Raforms E hu;m\vmw‘td ¥ ‘;ll'm providing & policy frumewatk that guides

the: actions. of the Central S50y { g0d Penchayatl Raj Instivations
{PRIS) [n Lhe cument coniey i{l'l‘:rn.g ] ' i thmn duce mumahltuy at cach
lewel of governence, The Co gr[i] KT Snimusted the Union Government
with the responzibility of ensunng the \?bmnnu:m ofsEonomic and soeial justice in the Srawss.
Land reforms continue & serve as a means of achieving disitibuive justee for marginalized
gections af society and are tma aligned with the principles outlined in the P‘rﬁu:lhlt ta the
Constiation®, '

B. Mechanismes adepted for Maintenance -
The sxisting systam of land Topords huk remained largely uwichanged smne the pre-
nrdependznce era, inkeriting churactaristice fhom the zamindari system. These ‘shd records
iraditiozally Focused on determining the curent possewser of the land mtber than exlicitly
identifying tbe owner Congoquontly, the ownership of land is estnihshed based on the
tndividual or entity presently in poescssion of the land. This determination of pOSSRERION 1%

? Iid
 Renop of Commities on Stwe Agrarun Rebitions and the Undflnlsbed Task in Land Raformne, Ministy of Kol
- Dvetopmeewt, Pig- L3, hipsifdolngor, i e B AR st Comnateee 42 DR epa, pdl’ .
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eablished by itacing ‘he seauepce of past oransuciions related (o dve land ar properly Tn
restion.”,

The wansfer of land of propsrty bobtwesn s buyer md sellar ie recorded through aisalu desd,
which needs to bs registersd accordime e the current legal framewnrk. Therdfore, such
registratica. of land refers (o e regisiration of il ansastion, and not the: land t£Hle'?, Such
registrating dnes not guaranies the title by the govemment. This implics that even bonalide
property Cansactions may not always guacanics pwnership us an earlicr transfer of (e title
could ba challengsed.

AL prescnd, Iand <an bo wansfomed betwei pattics. shrough wimous meats such ac gale.
purchase, gift, inhenznce, E;EQ 'ﬂﬁd‘ ﬁ'.i-'TEQTmusfﬂ of Propemty Acty 1832
stipulates that the right, ik or "lurmﬂﬁ;jmmumﬁle' perty or land cnlrn only be
translzrred thesugh @ mnisgun'g". ¥imént, TIFE'Eegixuatinrqf)E-::t. 1908 serves a5 e primacy
l¢glelabon govemning the ' on_ of decumentyyelabed td]lrf,?md' 5 & msull, ull scle dewdk
cenesrring land or inmovable property 31 ate carmenl ]y t-egimT'ed under the Iﬁlaﬁrﬁlinn

Act, 1908, ¥ il Z . : :
1 |£ _i. | .
hataot ltr'ﬁn:.B.mns 5 ory registratizn under

O
o A
1058 el e land acquisltion by the governiment, cout
Le Ti -

pmpert}*'l:;uﬂ for durationg less rhan ome wear,

Houwevar, it 4 importatil tn
the Registration Aat, 1908, T2
decrers, land orders, hwirship partitons,
Troe ko the exemedion of heirship partiions fom registration, many propaty divisions remain
urrecorded, leading o unceriaintics regarding the s posacssion of the propety. This often
resnlts in legal dispuies arising among the heirs regarding rightfl ownership®'.

Land adtninisration cesentinlly iavehas rcecording, precessing and dissem:inaliu:m af
information abour fhe cwherhip, vale, md wse of land. The system of Ieﬁd reaords
mansgemenl viries acioss states, depending on {pctors such ad historical evolution and bocsl

raditiensE

¥ policy, Anatyfical Feporte, Land Recoads nnd Trdes in ndie, PR3 Iidse, hitpszipraimdiaongtpolicyoolytical:
pepateland -resards-and-Hikes-Indla

1% Cnbimed pote, Maiicoal Land Records Mademlzation Prograch |

S, M‘I:Mlmmnﬂdniﬂnﬁhwﬂﬁwdmm&ﬂbmwﬁ '

M prechse Mishra & Soopal Suheg, Land Facords & Tilles 0 India, PRS Tndia, Septerber 2017,

bt st i s ety ety _amallynbesal repoctsLatadts MRecords 20 3 207 e N T 20 Indis.p
dlpgnaT )
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Today, land ownership can be determined through  sct of documeats. These jnclude:

=4

Tupkally.

The resord of rights {Rott) 15 the primary recor] that shows how rights on kud &re

derived for the land gwner, and records the praperty’s ranseclions from vme 1

. The structure-of the documment and the tnformation it provides differs across

gmtes, Typically, it provides = 1

{iy  names of all peranas who have acquired some rights with regard ta the land,

]  the nature and limits of their righ's, and

Al the reat or revenue o be paid by thern, These Tights sauld be n'-l.rnmhlp,

' long-torm lease-holds, or betancy related, The Kok may slie capture
infarmatiem regarding loans taken by the cecupant, details on the rights of
the pwter of uccupmmf the Iam‘] and any communiry of gnwmmmt nights
oty 1he kand, /" %l L a

The 12gigberad sale d.eed f a'-'ﬂh_rlhebg

to the other, and et tsr_n:rn veb pa{pﬂ\"'

Spatial land mn:ls tnmmpuss sp:cll'ir:. mt‘unna"'i"un sboul a property fhet is

visually un g map. _These mmds: lm:] u:Ie detmls such as and

bovodarics, amu, mn;}l&{ Z[I!I "wuh muds;prcm of woter bodies,
rmpund

inforaanan ab 1.411 1 1m|ﬁr:ntmn {agriculioral,
residential, numm the h;«’.uf—lhﬂ lagd. To chsure atcuaBiy,
the property-level ske G@M;ﬂ?&;ﬂmn Tiew enlry is r.JrucIe in the
Records of Rights (RoR) dodioment ———"

The process of updating thesc apatial land records 1s typically cacmied g threugh
periodic suricys conducted by the Survey and Sellemen| department. Thise
surveys ane undensken to gatier the nesewsary dala and make any: necessary

modifications or additions 1o ihe sparial land records. This ensures that the land
tecords Temain wp-to-date and reflect the most current [nloemation regarding the

best x0lc t‘mm OO DEFson

13

pEOperly .
Propenty 1ax receiphs.

the infotnation menionsd above is decumented and maintamed primanly Beross

three departments-

1% Thid =t 3
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Thug, Lend recoeds are 3

a. Textw! (RoR), o

k. Spatial [m.ups}
¢ Tranascron ;é |
Three diffetent state mﬁm ;erﬁ::mnljﬂrm ta o land records, In the

Fom

presenes af mulkipls agm:u;} ible I'mureg,lsuamp amd miaini¢nanee of reconds, it s
Jifficuluis ensure that surey mnps‘*tepml‘:lsm i iFegmuﬁtn:m records match with each other

e weT

and sre wpilated. In acdifiom, <itizens have (o approach severdl agencics fo gel complste
in’‘ormation ¢n land recerds. Most of these departmens work in silos, and updating of records
by aqoy onc of them makes the records of the others outdaed™. Henes, all these pootly
mainizined yysians of mesntaining land recerds gave rise 1 the following gwils In the whole

system of govertiance-

a [t led 0 fnerengs in the litdgation fied op wilh land which iz peclonged m India for
minimum ‘20 years and hay adverse inpatt ot firre developmment c-flaru:la.f well,

b. Landis often used a5 collateral for cbtsining 19ans by formers. I vas been observed that
dispured or unebear Land titles inhibil supply of capitel and credit for agriculuce 4 Sl

" Toid ot 1D
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ol marging! farmecs, who account for more than half of the toial Tand hullclings, atid
ray not hold forma! land tittes, amc unable ta access institollonalised cradit®,

e. With the shifl of economy from being agracian based bo s faenri ng and service
bagéd, the development of infrasmuchure is necessilaled. However, gaveral of e new
infrastucture projects are wimessing dedays, with buod related 153uss a&m being 4 key
fictor'®, Thege delaye seonr due to poor makttenance af land records.

d. lna.d-aqmta latid veconis bave a defrimental Impaci on finue propety transn-:[ium; The:
lack of updated and conselidated dola sormss varius desarments makes it challeniging
and burdznsoms to ecoess Atcurale land records. 1o ascentain ounership claims on 4
pa,rru::ular propety, one must nm'lgatn: through several years of dummnts; including
mannsl records, This ;ﬂ'ﬂﬂ?d m{fuﬂ efficienl but akse Jeads to sngmhmul tite
delsys in verlfylLg pra ;ﬂup“'--.,,_‘ {:‘

&, TIncertain latd hT]us and n:_.;n:lamd Iand"n:n:n:urds create an enviropenent where propeimy
frAn=ions Con u-wéur aquely. The Stmding I::mumumqun Finnace {*Q]ﬁ}. while
studying the Benefyj insoisions Probihition [Arnﬂn:lnmfj Bill, 2015, highlighted
1ha: the generation iillﬂ mwfiﬂ eTia i tmnsm Irm:mld be preveoted and
eradicared by diglt}zjg% cnm.u'mg t]ér:r lar updates. Ths teeplies
ihat b imipleenting |g|gl‘=;g_st\1c'ﬁs i’a; land r:amrds‘and ansunng tirmely upda ez, the
iransparcncy and icoontabl iy o I}_rn-paﬂy’{hnﬁuhnus can ba sipnificanthy enbanced,
thos mducing the scope fi:rr llﬁIL.ﬂl.‘;t,lﬂIIES 5;:’; as bepami iransachons and e
generstion of black money' i

. Moderatzation & Digihmhn: of Land Recaris- !
D. Chver the post three decades, fhe canmrel government has undertaken several initiativas

w cabarce the quality atd accessibility of lend records theough the ioplememation of
vagous schomes. One such scheme, initisted inn approximately 1088-39, was the
Compuisricalion of Land RBecoeds scheme, which zimed 10 compulerizs latd revords
ac1ose the sountty. Concurrencly, ofier schemes such as the Strmgthgrd.ug of Bevepue
Administratian and the Updating of Land Records schemes were introduesd o improve
lend recotds management ind administrarion.

13 1hid

¥ Thid st

" Bulicy, Antlytheal Beports, Land Recotds and Titles b Indie, PRE Indla, hitpa:Apcsindis segfpelicyramiyUcal-
byt and-re popds - med -tithes-Indin .
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E. In 2008, these individual schermes were vonsolidaizd [nte & certrally sporsored progmm
imcwm an The Mationsl Lasd Records Modernizaion Frogramme (HLAMP). The
WLEMP sought ta streamline snd moderstze land records by Integriting ischnotogy,
improving data accuracy, snd enhancing the ovecall afficiency of land adwinisration
processes, Throtgh this unifed program, the tealral povemnvenl aimed to achieve
comprshensive modemization of land regords al o national level".

F TheNationil Land Becords Madernization Progranome (MLRNP) has been renamed as
the Digital Indie Lend Rocork Modsmization Prograinme [DILRKF} and i now 4
companent of Ibe broader Digital Tndia initistive. In April 2016, the ﬁqj.hmie wag
converted into 2 Central Sestor Scheme, leading to ita impkementacion l:rjr%ll'tﬂ cermal
geverpmant with fiall fonding iram the ceatre.

DPuring the period from 2009 MHI anclionsd apprivtitnately R 846

erece far (ke N1 RME, of wiphits -E’Mﬁ f implamentation. 1'1h=n= Fuoneds
wrere: allocabes b supfinel ation and-digilizane 1am:l records, aiming bo improve
numga‘nem -BCCOAE ﬂie £ H':H:m-g.- The reposilioning ©f the

' guvmmsql’&“mmmumm to leveraging

thedr quality, acceasibil
“scherne as pat of Digl

ot all_ ey’ & letl:lernm
records Ancieting Loealien o

* fyley s AL
®hig bl « ,
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DILEME & currenlly beiag implemenied in all saes, bue with differential progress.. The
following ohart will cleerhy state (e enment progress siatisties™ . '

“atarted

Sr. | Coinpohent Completzd (Bqual wo | Ongeing  {Above | Hol
Ne. | orabove 95 %) | % &belows5 %) | (Equal to or
' ' b¢1¢wlﬂ"r"’n}
1 Computerization of | 20 StatenlIT™s: 14 States/UFTs: 2 StatesUTs:
Laiad  Recordt Andaman & MNioobar | Assim, Arunachal
(CLR) Chhattisgarh, Predesh,
Haryana, Jamew | Meghalaya
&  Eoshmir, ‘|
Ladakh, Manipur, ,
,?ﬁam
!arl,!IHICT of !
Hﬂlh{,P'm:hrct'aTy \
Ea]avlhﬂﬂl Sikkim, ,
The J & .
Naga Hn & ;
@mn"nu .i:. Ciu, J
!?.-
i./
T [ Digiaaton  of| 19 SmesUTs | [45mmsUTs: | & Staws/UTs:
Codasnaldaps | Bihor, Chbwwtisgarh, | Andaman. & | Aranachel
Gox, Gujarat, | Micobar  Islends, | Pradesh,
Tharkhand, Kamatake, | Andtma  Pradesh, | Chandigarb,
Kerala, Lakshadweep, | Assam, Haryana, | [adakh,
Madbya  Pradesh, | Himachsl Pradesh, | Meghataya
Munipur, Mizoram, | Jammu &
Magaland, WCT OF | Kashmir,
Delhi, Mdisha, | Maharashira, i
Puduchemy, Sikkin, | Punjeh, Rejesthan,
Telangapa,  The

% Prysical Progzsss ofall States ¢ UTs in Yoriows Components, Digda Indla Land Recocts Mademezation

Prograrrst (DILERP-MIE 203, hmmlmm.mmﬂmmmm.
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Tamil Madu, Tripurz,
Wast Benga'

Dradra & Hagw
Haveli & Taman
& Din,
Lhtarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Apdamar
& Hicalar Jslands

3 Lnl=gtalion
Cadastral
with Rele

u Slﬁuﬂ ms:

Eihar, Gea, Chlisha,
Tripura, Wes Bengel

i)

27 StnesTITs:
Andamen &
Mieabar Ielands,
Adhra Pradesh,
Aapd,
Chhantsgarh,

"ﬁu‘ESJ, Himsachval
R% Jamumu £

Delhi, Bajasthan,
Taentl
Telangana, The
Dadma & MNagar
Haveli & Daman
& Hu,
U[[Ernﬂkhﬂnd. LitLar
Tradcgh, Andamen
& Micober Tslonds

“Nagaland, NCT Of

Nadv, |,

10 Suved UTw |
Arunachal
Pradesh,
Chandigarh,
Hﬂr'}l."i'l-ﬂ,
Karmalalca,
Feernlu, Ladakh,
Moghalaya,
Puduqlunr,
Funjak, Sikkn

11
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Computecization of

Property
Repistration (CFR)

I':

i

24 SuaiesT:
Atdsmen & Micobar
Elands,
Pradesh,
Bihar,
Chbttisgarh,
CGujarat,
Iirnachal
Jammu & Fashmir,
Tharkhand, Kamataks,
Kerala,
Prdesh, dfakarashira,
MNCT

Amnlhra
A S,
Chandigarh,
Gaa,

Hiryana,
Pradesh,

Madhya

Ory| e Imh?‘
uummw,h
Rn,pmﬁm,
ﬂ?nwm

,.f

.:

i

mrrmdaarr--

%‘

o SlaEmUTm
Ladakh, Bampur,
Meghalnyn,
Mizoramn, Sikkim,
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i
Compweriztion of Land Eecords (Resord of Rights)- 6,128,856 Revenue "'-"i]lngm!fﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ
Todal Villages Current Statintics are 28 Follows®® '

Thaze statistics reveal that the progress of the ¢igidzaton of the land mieotds is commendable.

|:|""-I [

conclusive tiding. Gunrs ; -1_15, I;Iljl.ﬁ.'i__"u': dile sy:lamw::nlﬂpﬁd and adopeed in
T Y ! .
rounties Fach as Australis e E@%Jand{'"llhil&ﬂ'lﬁngdpm,‘_ﬁﬁ Singapore™. The conchegive

thle system is bazod wn fo pEEE:ii}iea“E boa'
¥ o]

|
d rooords)] :aisiunﬂj,li:ﬁ%q!pﬂmn; u singe window
iutqur?né!?"ﬁnﬁyp:hl&i?f}m{nml records, rnalps, ey,
and seitkroent ﬂpﬂﬂﬁﬂr%,.ﬂ_sr, v 1_gs-the. {eg'fs:;;ﬁun’;uf immovable property. The
cadasiral records reflect aﬂ%a@l’uﬁﬁi@_@ factioe] deteils of the properry titlas. The
meord of title is 2 true depiction -r::nf_ the ownership Slals, mulaven is; aulpmanc

g A unilied pla _Eé
sy®cm That fazil: ﬁa

Tollowing rsgistration, and the reference 0 past rocords s 1ot mocessary. |

b. Tille Mtutancs enmils the government peoviding a0 assursnce of the corrextress of the
ik and offering cotnpensation Ig the title holder in the event of any Ksses rezuliirg
froom Litle dalects.

Way Forward
I houmh the siatistics Iook appessing and satislying, the reality on the ground iz way differen.

The digits] Access 1D everyone inavery corner of Indta 15 nol vel established. Thare are &) many
pérts of ledia where & simple intermet connection docs nat work. When tle Govemment i

B Minishy of Faurd Daveloproent, Governmaet of Indle, Hropaey i ko, ga . InTasesdaommon'dusblob d xhaml
2 Poligy, Anakyric] Peports, Land Resatds and Titlss m mdle, PRS (odia, pedpasindde orgfpdicplaealiesl-
raparalind regondt-an d-ilkes-in dis

N Prackee Misht & Roopal Swhag. Lesd Recorts & Trer in hidia PRS Indis, Septeader 2017,
bttpacitprsindia,brg hlestpolicgipolicy_analytica,_reporaLandErd0heeomdsYel Qumi 0 Thlesw20inta20lodia p
al pg- me 11

13
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digitizing the records, the access (0 such records must alse be ensured, Most of lhr:imml Idie
reqpuires this accars but they ate the only cnes who are deprived of simpls inteenes comectiviry,
This digital divids nesds 1o be addressed of prionty basis a8 one of the pre reyuislie compenent
1o echicve sucoess of Ve digitization policy. :
Secondly, many & tmes, sign awd seal of the revenue suithoritics is demandsd i:'_-; Judicial
authosilies ko adomit the digital land records as a picce of evidence in any judicial or guasi-
judicial mials. This issue neads ro be reselved at policy and legislative level so that the basic
parpose of digitization gels rchieved. |

|

Thirdly, whilc conclusive titling has beon suggested as the salution to solva the prn'l:‘aﬂ around
land records i India, severdl steps need o be comgleted befors the govemmment starts giving

out guaraniced land titles, These ""'""‘“
A amendmg lawe acToss aﬁ; E - IL
L. Hnumm:-mW s'rate dvel Iﬁt\l{n; ﬂiuimllzclmn and maintendnice
of land duta, and (

. ensuning thet sl 1arl;r Lpdnl-m:l- ond sesily m;blt {om & dhigital plalfu:rrm}“

DERMP has so far been u:gimng on the a:,pu:l of di iu:su? and updating u-r‘ records.
Fuclher, the programme’s ag h}}n?s Fich ag qurveys and re-surveys,
which wanld kelp update the.}l.vaﬁlb rﬁhg'__u;___ @nmgunr:l a slow nace dos 1o the huge
valus of records, ™, Thowgh the et {é&i ¢nﬁ:ﬂ digitalized, their synchron:zation
‘hesugh multiple departmwnils remvaing mmm each and svery state. There is no sitgle
window access system for citizens o bave ull cumprehensiva land reconds af rand poasessed
or owned by them. The ayatem of digitelization twust no? oaly enncentrats tpon the preervation
and mederaization of land records. 1t must also focus upon the asy accessibility and rively
avuilability ol lose digitalized land records to the neady pevsen. Then only the maderndzation

and digitization of land mcords will achicve its zocial purpose.

L]

Lawr demands o piece of paper as svidence and this piece of paper decides tha fate of many
mrgl and whbap land ownes and pﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂlﬁ The atn of :he digitalizion policy is
commendable and it ks fhe need of the hoars Howavyer, ite suscegs can be really achieved when
the needy cilizons of India can easlly sccess the dignafized records and the law will TRCOgTi2e

U (hid 14 I
i Yhid o, 14 :
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this dagital plsce of paper 10 decide the Gae of land owzers und prsscssors u:m? India o
maiform basig. .




