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f How it will help the Law students:

[ndia
o gﬂfg::stﬁ lin-]ri:sul:!y H}!‘;E'H_h country in the wn:u:ld to legelize homosexuulity. Law students
down by the Delhi H':E}.;?; eetion 377 of the IPC since its inception in 1860, 1w its first reading
2013, and its final mﬁ- curt in 2009, its ?‘-'hﬁﬂﬂllﬂﬂl reinstarement by the Supreme Court in
ehaged T g rac ﬁ‘“ﬁ-'ldﬂ"fﬂ by & constitutional bench of the Supreme Court in 2018, The
Thie course will als thcations f-:.}r t'un_nm: legal issues such as same-sex marriage, adoption ele
rights bills, Several oo o Ciscussions on the NALSA judgement and various transgender
time by pﬁ s m“_‘g toncerning the above are being fought in Indian courts at the present
ing lawyers, A knowledge of these laws and the social, political and cultural

554 : 1.8 .
Sl f:;;“:ﬂ:w is imperative for law students who are desirous of having a holistic

@ Curriculum of the Course;
Module I

A, Introduction and Terminology: LGBTQIA+

B. Sux'u_ai Preferences Vs Tdentity: Politicizing Scxuality
C. Heteronormarivity, Heterasexism and Homosoeiality
1. Hemosexuality and Medicine, the Law, the Police.

Module 11

w&:r wA Homoesexuality in Ancient Greece, Rome, France, Germany, England and Amenca:
s oo The Stonewall Riot.
B. The History and Reading down of Scotion 377 of the Indian Penal Code: 2009, 2013
and 2018.
. Gay Marriage and Civil Unions
[ Coalition, Intersection and Inclusivencss,

' Module 111

A. The Representation of Alternative Sexuality in Ancient - Medieval India and in Modemn
Indian Literasure.

B. Yogvakarta Principles are additional principles and state obligations on the
application of international Human Rights Law in relation 10 sexual orientation,
gender identity, gender expression and sex characteristics.
{hnp‘..-'.-’j.f-ug}fa.l-;artatpﬁnﬂipluinrgprcqntmﬂuﬁhaﬂaﬂ.ﬂ1 TAS_yogyakanaWEB-
2.pdf) :

C. The Representation of Alternative Sexuality in Indian Cinema,

[ The Practice of Alternative Sexuality in India: Gay pride parades, intemet dating apps,
gay bars, public parks and washrooms as networking spaces, hijras, rent boys and

support Eroups.
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Counrse Description:

« This Certificate Course is spread over three modules in 3 months. Each session will be
fior 2 hrs and it will be for 2 days in a week Le Thursday. Friday and Saturday..

+ Special guest lectures, inferactive seselon based workshop, videos. group discussion
and films will be arranged’ organized &s a part of this certificate course.

» For each Module participants will be graded on the basis of internal and external
evaluation through wrilten assignments, participation i quiz programs ind multiple
choice question format, i

s Also, there will be street plays 50 as 1o build awarcness in the campus o1 among other

groups of the society.

Foes-

% Law Student from MMSCLC, Pune- Rs. 25004
¥ Smdents from outside MMSCLC, Pune- Re. 3000/

Duration of the Certificate Conrse —

3 months (21% July, 2022 w 20" October, 2021}

Made of Tesching — Hybrid mode (Cnline Offline) through Google meet,
| Link for joining sessions:

hitps:/'meet.google.com/moe-Wpep-ave

Or dial: (US) +1 260-327-1937 PIN: 769 516 3204

More phone numbers: hI1|:|:S:."n"tl:l.ml:ft-’mﬁﬁ-*.i'p:p-l}vt'ﬂ"piﬂ#![lﬁqgﬁﬂq.llﬁEj
Sexsions - 37 (Each session will be for 2hrs)

Days — Thursday, Friday and Satirday (2:00pm to 4:00pm;)

Details of the Course:;
«  Special guest leciures, intcractive session-based workshop, videos. group discussion

and flms will be arangediorganized as a part of this certificate course,

s For each module students were graded on the basis of internal and external evaluation
through wrillen ASSIENMICAEs, participation in quiz programs and multiple cheice
question forma and group presentation.

+  Graduates or Undergraduates above 18 years of age

+ 3 months consisting of 39 sessions of 2 hours each on Tuesday, Wednesday and

Thursday.
»  The course Was conducted in online mode.
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*  Interested studenis
for seat availabiljt
applicanis to kno
relevance of this

Were requested to drop an email at goursesgiscle edu.in Enguiring
¥. On recelving the email, the coordinators interviewed the

W ubout the applicant, their basic understanding of the topic and
155U in their professional career.

Principal Resource person of the Caurse:

?;;El [;{-, =] RBF' Who is former Professar and Head of the Depariment of English at the
» Pune Unjversity, India, where he taught Creative Writing and Queer Studies for over a

m&md Indian Writing in English for nearly 30 years, Dr. Rao obtained his PhD in English

University of Bombay in 1986, and received the Nehru Centenary British Fellowship for
postdoctoral research at the Centre for Caribbean Studies, University of Warwick, UK, in 1990,
Also he has written several books, poetry, plays, articles and research papers in various journals
at Mational and Intemational Level. Rao has given readings from his work in London, New
York, Paris, Berlin, Tokyo, Milan, Barcelona, Los Angeles. San Francisco, Montreal and
Toronto, Dhaka and Colombo among other world cities, as well as all aver India. He has been
A Visiting professor at Dresden University, Germany, Tubingen University, Germany and
Concordia University, Canada. Dr.Rao has been 2 panelist at the Jaipur Literature Festival and
al hterature festivals in Bombay, Pune, Hyderabad, Chennai, Goa, Lucknow and Shillong.

Resource Persons:

1. Prof, (r.) K. Raj Rao (Principal Resource Person)
Former HOD English Literature Dept, SPPU, Academician, Activist, Author, Paet
and Playwright
2. FLainab Patel
Inclusion Catalyst, Development Professional, Story Teller, Inspirationnl Speaker,
Human Rights Practitioner and Change Agent
3. Parmesh Shahani
Author of Queeristan (2020); Gay Bombay (2008). Public speaker; Culture Curator,
LGBTQIA+ inclusion advocate; Former Head - Godrej India Culture Lab + D&!: TED
Senior Fellow; Yale World Fellow:; World Economic Forum YGL
4. Sagar Barve :
Activist and LGBTQIA+ Network Moderator, Pune n
5. Ashok Row Kavi
Chairperson Humsalar Trust, Mumbai, Academician and visiting faculty a1 Tata
Institute of Social Sciences, Technical Resource Person WHO, Journalist and

LGBTQIA+ rights Activist.

6. Dr. Kaustubh Joag
Psychiatrist and Senior Research Fellow, Centre for Mental Health Law and Policy,

Indian Law Society, Pune Maharashtra
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5. Martin Dubberman, Stonewall,
6. Ruth Vanita, Love's Rite: Same-5ex Marriape in india and the West.
7. Parmesh Shahani, Queeristan: LGBTQ Inclusion in the [ndian Workplace.

MODULE 3

Euth Vanita and Saleem Kidwai Eds., Same Sex Love in India: Readings from
Literature and History.

Hoshang Merchant Ed., Yaraana: Gay Writing from India.

Ashwini Sukthankar Ed., Facing the Mirror: Lesbian Writing from India.

Minal Hajratwala Ed., Out: Stories from the New Quees India.

R. Raj Rao, The Boyfriend. :

Laxminaravan Tripathi, Me Hijra, Me Laxmi, Transtated by R. Raj Rao and P, G. Jushi.
A Revathi. The Truth About Me: A Hijre Lifc Story, Transhased by V. Geetha Shahini
Ghosh, Fire.

3. Ojas Kolvankar and Shubham Ladha, "Hidden City” in Verve, January-Fenniary 201

o e

@ FILMS/ MOVIES

Fire Dir. Deepa Mehia.

Aligarh Dir. Hansal Mehia.

BomGay Dir. Riyad Wadia.

Cuest Dir. Amol Palekar.

Brokeback Mountain Dir, Ang Les.

Mo Easy Walk to Freedom Dir, Mancy Nicol.
The Pink Mirror Dir, Sridhar Rangayan.

_ The Bath House Dir. Sachin Kundalkar.

B 5. 1 Am Dir. Oni Bun,
: 10. Ajech Dastaan Hai Yeh Dir. Karan Johas, in Bombay Talkies.

SR SR o e

VIDEOS
1. Project Bolo Dir. Sridhar Rangayan.

7. Discussion on Aligarh in Talking Filims Online, You Tube,
' 3. Memories Pierce the Heart: Hatnoeroticism Bollywood Style, You Tube.

Wehblinks for online study materials:

1, !]tmg.{;“w.hinduﬂtunlig]m.cg@seg-aud-r&qu']gnshiﬂggw-ﬂnil-l.’}:nll.nd.lng-!mi::sqzll'-
the-rain waﬁmﬂmgltmh I Y I QKnERFTqHM. him|

2. ELTSE W e lgx, F =lal | 2bn vichdhl -

IN&qg= il +thet +Twent
plosrp/d

& inf=sh/x/k -

3. hips/literariness org2016/ 001 ith- cnwt’-nﬁf‘nr@gﬁﬂﬁ'

4. MMMMM@M_MM-MWL@_MW’ genderiex
tml

& hrnseriticallegalthinking. SROASE L L4 udi lersperinrmativity!
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b, nmu:fiww'-v-amamn-iﬂp@?l 86446409/ ref=cm_sw T wa_apa_glt i FH4Y 20MBW6Y
NALGTTEX

7. The Color Purple hitpsy/g.colkgs/2irwN3

E. IIEQE:."."WWW-gggd:ﬂds.;gnﬂhu&]ﬂhuw-" L000072.4 Marricd Woman

g, My Own Country: A Doctor's Story of a Town and Its Peaple in the Age of Aids
hitps://o.cokesMNeles '

10, Sexual dissidence hitps;fie.cokpsT2kelF

11. Madam, Give Me My Sex hitps:i/ecodkes/uw PRRZ

12. Out of Time: The Queer Politics of Postcoloniality httpﬁjﬁg-ﬁﬂmuﬁmﬂ

13. Link for list of references mads during leetures: |
htps:/idocs.google.com/docy ment/d/ | bGpaiQzy405 17 FbVmigtwI ZMHQK FAUS
DbEEY] k/cditPysp=sharine

14,hﬂﬁ';m“w_instgg]m.miﬂlI;,}rFFiMf-“.’;Llrﬂ_n_l%m&”JE .

15. Link for document containing references made during lecture: :
MMW@M@M@E@
Db ZiY Jk/editTusp=sharing

16, Playlist for Certificate Course on Law and Alternative Sexualities: _ .
!ﬂps:u’."‘g'w:.mm.l'uIaﬂﬂ]'|5F|3].?LEiU}'EFd_ﬂ§QHiBT_L‘|&'M

17. Here's a show for you... LGBT Kyun? _ _ :
hmmgneg-mmmmm-@jﬁ_xmmmw Tsi=0bY OscHIRGS-
hvgoxPPHPD

18. Details about ATHI ; higps:/, - athionline.coms

19. h_ttnﬂrﬂwfu : i
20, Transgender Persons Protection of rights Act
mm;;jgw'.-.rw,ath]nn linc-com:’ i les/ugzd/Sccebd 02 15h8 |bca? 40Fent] 42 LgEhﬂﬂqﬂc_l

21. Transgender persons protection of rights rules 2020:

hﬂ]s:-"gm.aih]nn]in:.m filesiugd/Sceehd d!,1ﬁid?&ﬂ'ﬂ{ﬂ_ﬁﬂ_ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂl&d?ﬂdﬁ‘}c.
pdf .
22 i
Number of Participants:

27 participants from all over India from different professional background enrolled for this
course. (Law students, Lawyers, Psychologists, 1T Engineer, PhD schalars, School teachers,
Professors and Social Activisis) |

Il Course Fees and Admission Process

Intercsted participants arc requested to pay the fees and submit this application form at
coursesiscl i |

1. Course Fees: Rs. 2,500/~ MM's SCLC students and Rs. 3000/~ for non- MM *sSCLC
students

Lectures details:

[r. Renu MNaidu and Prof. Dr. R. Raj Rao came up with the novel idea, while Ms. Shivani
Jadhav coordinated its execution, The certificate program's comprehensive design kept grealer
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hﬁ: mmﬂmﬁl shifts in understandings of sexual crientation and gender identity in mind. The
anzg“;gdmwgi o specifically created to deal with the fundamental issue of lack of
bt ienoer etk Eﬁpﬂljm:. anxiety, ignorance, puilt, perplexity, hesitation to ask inquiries
college students lh}; and many other related issues. In addition to raising awareness among
ke o S Al initiative promoted free thought and debate, which would further
I ek EVE np:_mnt ofa -:Itmpus. that values diversity of thought and individuals from
% S rounds. Additionally, judicial and policy viclories have paved the way for
L?Eini_mifg;%?ﬂf:fﬂ:?i procedures that will unguestionably improve the menial health

The course comprised lectures from renowned speakers, a majority of whom were pan of the
community themselves
r, R. Raj Rao took many sessions over the period of three months. Firstly, he briefed
1 “‘F LGBT+ community before defining the terms used in conncction with it. he
explained the distinction between sexual preferences and identity. He defined what it
meant to politicise one's sexuality, He addressed heterosexism, heteronormativity, and
homosociality. He also spoke about the Stonewall Riot and homosexuality in the
ancient world, including Greece and Rome. He elso gave an insight for coalition,
intersection, and inclusivity. In his final section, he discussed the representation of
alternative sexualities in contemporary Indian literature and flm.
Kanav Sehgal spoke how the queer people's spaces of inhabitancy, covering legal,
digital and social institutions. Psychiatrist Dr. Anagha Karve Jog's session consisted of
developmental perspectives of sexuality where she drew the distingtion between sex
and gender and then went on o explain how the society affecls the gender related
behaviour of a person. Dr. Kaustubh Joag covered the mental health issues that affect
the LGBTQ like depression and anxiely as well the wellbeing of the communily,
referring to various casc studies and exploring their causes. Dr. Kanchan Pawar's
informative session covered the health concerns of the LGBTQIA® community, the
HIV and Sexually Transmitted Infections and about the pender affirming surgurics
whila also shedding light on the homophobia and transphobia (present in
healthcare, Adv, Anand Grover and Adv. Manuraj's session explored their experiences
with Indian and International law and law enforcements dealing with LG BT issues as
well as how much his NGO has accomplished working with the police and the medical
professionals. Manvendra Singh Ciohil, the gay prince of India, shared with the
participants his experience of coming out 10 not just his family but also to the world,
and how much he has used his prerogative to foster a safe environment for the LGBT
youth. Sagar Barve explained the distinctions berween gender and sex Lo the students
hefore delving into the many pronouns for various sexual and gender crientations and
their significance. He also discussed how the LGET+ group is welcomed in the
corporate world. Zainab Patels three lectures focused on how LGBT is not a Western
notion and introduced the students to sculpiures found in ancient Indian temples, Vedic
scriptures, and storics from the epics Ramayana and Mahabharata that showed
awareness and acceplance of the "Tritiya prakriti" (the third sex). She explained how
the Mughals welcomed the hijra community and were given established roles in society
with genuine respect in the second session, which focused on mediaeval India, In the
third session, she went into great detail on the current situation of the transgender
community and came to the conclusion that while India has come a long way from
marginalizing them to enacting laws for them, we still have a long way to go. Parmesh
Shahani explained the current status and conditions of LGBT+ community in the
corporate world in addition Lo sharing his past expericneas of working with the Godrej
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company. Dr. Sanj [

and why it might f:ﬂﬁw Aruna Desai explained how 10 come out io lrufin parcnts

her experience acceptin he “mzlﬁ:‘r ethnic parents to accept 4 queer child while sharing

how everyone has btk mascul ot ::_ eientation. Dr. Sanjoy Sharma then explaincd
! ine and feminine sides before assigni : he

task of leamning LGET terms in vemacular Indian tﬂngl_:ages‘ml:lmng R

Assignment:

The assignment Tl:qluir&d to be submitted on ot before 30th December 2022 foe successiul
completion of E:tz_ﬂiﬁl:at: Course on Law and Alternative Sexualities (subject to adequate
attendance) Participants were asked to write a Rescarch Paper on any topic coversd in Modules
1,2 and 3. The word limit was 5000 words. The submission was sccompanied by relevant
fhotnotes, references and bibliography. The assignment was of 100 marks.

Research Paper topics from a8 Edition of the Certificate Course on “Law and Alernative

Sexualities”
1. Transcending the Binary of Heteronormativity: A Study of Texls Based on Aliemate
Sexuality
2. Awalk through Queer India scross time
3. Participation Right Of Transgender Peqple Tn Sports: A Touchstone For Equality.
4. Queer Fatlure: The Promise of Failure as a Way of Life.
5. The representation of Alternative Sexuslity in Ancient India
&. Insearch of “roving restles . plepotiating queer in Jerry Finio's murder in Mahim.
7. Decentering heteronormativitys A srudy of homosexusl desine and gy subculture in
Wasudhendra's ‘Mohanswamy”
5. Gay marriage and civil unions.
9. The leck of adoption rights for Queer people in India: An analytical and camparative
perspective.
10, Legality of sRmE SEX Marriage i Indin: Prohicms and perspective
11. LGBTQ- Section 377, intersectionality and inclusicn
{2, Violation of human rights in LGBTOH community
13. Aggravated mental health issues in trensgenders due 10 pender dysphoria and ather
social pressures in Indiz
14, The representation of alternative sexualities s historic and medemn India
15. To stady the BWETENGSS of alternative sexualities in young adults of Pune city
16. Heteronormativity and coming out of the closet: Study
17. Altemative sexuality: A study of hindi cinema
18. An analysis of misrepresenlation of queer in hindi
caavdhan” and “Badhii Do’
19, Defining and identifying the rights of the LGBETQ+ community
9. Bromance in Bolhywood: A journey from “gholay” to “Sonu ke Tit ki Swesty”
7|, Current status of transgender persons irl India
22, Rupq-mmmﬁuﬂ of alternative sexuality in Indian cinema
23, (ucemess as & intrinsic parl of Hinduism
24, Homosexuality in Ancient Greece, Rome, France, Germany, England and America:

The Stone Wall Riot.

films “Shubh Mangal Zyaadn
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Linked created to submit the assignmen:

hitps:/fdocs.goowle.comiforms/d/e/ | F ; = :
dMk Wybel X Tdrkhivf W"Iu]-u;':d Eﬁiiﬁﬁhsﬂ UGBpMpT Sglyvzk Roba7Mel2-

Feedback Form links for individual SC58i0ns;

1. Feedback form for Pallavi Pareek: https://forms.gle/XzA X5 Ve WiASMMa17

1. Feedback Form for Dhanashree Ghare: hiips:Torms.gle Dy DG x joulia 30545

3. Feedback Form for Parmesh Shahani: hitps:/forms.zle/V1VWwzFjRuyNsBSh7

4. Feedback (Sagar Barve): https://forms.gle/HSpb6SwPaIRz3 X4RD
3. Feedback form for Manvendra Singh Gohil: '

https://forms.gle/RYVRITSHMsjYeMXU
6. Feedback form for Bindumadhay Khire:

hittps://forms.gle T pateM I myHMevyS9 |

7. Feedback Form for Dr. Seema Sahay: https:/forms.gle/aygroP4TwAL2dINeR

8. Feedback form for Zainab Patel: hitps://forms.gle/cQiBgtom ZAsbglrs3
9, Feedback form for Sylvester Merchant:
lhitips:// form fx30YV4Hh9hHuckHh
10, Feedback Form for Prof (Dr.) R Raj Rao: {
hetps:/Torms.gle/dBBEmNZX1GAZDod BG
11. Feedback Form for Dr. Kaustubh Joag: hitps: Horms.gle/fja¥zm PayrLURMES
12. Feedback Form for Ibr. Anagha Jog: htmsz.-'ffurms.gln"?sﬂlt:il]dhﬁcﬁ[!ﬂ!ﬁ
13. Feedback Form for Kanav N Sehgal: farms.gle/SyNveLbEHEkGkebbA
14. Feedback Form for sessions cond ucted by Frof. (Dr.) R Raj Rao:

httgs:ﬂfnrm!.ﬂ!e-"dﬂﬂﬁmbzﬂ 1 G AZDod B

15. Feedhack form for Dr. Kanchan Pawar: https:

Owverall Feedback:

e According to many participants this course! similar course should be a part of Gender
Siudies in the current curriculum offered by the various Universities.

o Learned about usage and employment of the term quecr as bath negative and positive
through works and perspectives of different authors; and also perspectives on
transgender identity through works of Revathi and Tripathl. _

e Our education system needs to make knowledge and information about queer theonies
morc accessible and easier to understand. "When we talk about gueer theory, a lot 1L 18
prescripted o the English language. The vocabulary and language that ‘we use are
inaccessible at times. When such inaccessibie information mixes with rigid ideas like
religion and morality, it makes it difficult for the larger population to understand
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different woys of life thyt gre

not het
think of them to be, | fagl g eleron

s gap needs

unity,"
ol these terms i
ith different

e ‘They gol to leam ab ;
-p.n.]'“i,fnl and their ml::::lzxci 1 dilferent meanings, like sexunl, 5okl
feminist movement and . movements within and outside (e broader
e Sl n " Im::ltunh' this such academic courses help in building awareness

[} 5&1“: ﬂrihc pm‘ti;:l:f:m Tginll:?l ﬁlﬂﬂ- from LG BTQJF"I.“‘ r.'l:||'|'|n||_|ni[}| Iﬂt,lﬁbﬂrs Faces

i's uni About sexunlity ns o desire, with it's minoritizine vi
and it's universal view: B : Heslre, I's minoritizing view
Judith Butler's Ecr;::e‘;t e, fluid view versus binsry view, They leamed in detnil aboul

: of performativity and the ‘obscuring of historicity.’ Also, th

:I::{TST:P.L;?EM in li]e,llﬁ:-r.:dl?ﬂuk forms that llu.-g:r get to leamn how sex assigned at birﬁ

witiehil BRI Eatin)) which leads to masculine-feminine {cultural or male-lemale),
ch lends to preference which con he biotogical or psychalogical but is universally

*:hﬁugl?t ol as heterosexual and understood the concepts of interseciionality and =

inclusion and how it has become a buzzword today,

The session ended with more discussion sround literature which crosses the boundary

between religion, sexuality, and morality and trying to delink them, through different

schools of thought and different scholars. We particelarly looked at the example of

Osear Wilde's life and the concept of sexuval deviance.

® "The biggest concemn is the anxiety about being rejected. Accepiance is what they sesk
and they look out for people who mey be eccepting. Even though colleges should be
treated equally, students from the LGETQIA+ community get discriminated against
due to a lack of awareness,” Sharing about one ofher students, she says, *That studens
pleaded for help and said that change my orientation pecause people outside wm‘:‘l
accept me like this. As a counsellor, she felt that the more she knows the better she will
be able to do for the community by providing them with the right kind of support and
resources which will help them with their mental health and their life in general.”

Media coverage :

s Ditps:ttimesofindia.ingds imes. com/giny/pune/professippals-and-students-exiend-their-
hands-in-alliange/articleshow/9 1005708 cms
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« Professionals and students extend their hands in alliance Sushmita Jha TN/ Updated:
Professionals and students want to go to the grass-roots level to study queer theories
and alternative sexualities in connection to the law so that they can help the

communityto grow with pride Leo Buscaglia says, 'Change is Lk:.ﬂ enq result ul‘tpn:
legrning,” and we believe true learning only happens when an indi-.*ludiuul is aware ol a]l
relevant aspects of # subject. This is where awareness and Edl]l:HllL{lﬂ CoMe i pl.n;-': il
you are well-read about a particular subject, bringing a change is easier. Believing
strangly about bringing & change and creating a diverse, inclusive, and LGEtTQI.ﬁ.+
friend|y society, professionals and students are taking up special courses that will make
them stronger as an ally.
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connecting law fo gender studies makes

The course has been intraduced to honoy, the c-,hlt A unique program; py Reny

ims to introduce students allenges faced by the ok
pims ndents to I:hrt: Concept of altemative sma{ ll q Ltgjlsgl‘ljmcnmlmunu_.,. and
Ve sexualities in ancient, medieval ang cu:nre;gfr}?"i J;wr
ndla,

ideas which would fiurther help in mﬁﬁﬁﬁdemﬁ it ey

pinion and people of iNg & campus that
have set the stage for advances i lpl"'ﬂgranma” backgrounds. Also, kegal and policy suceesses

mental health,” : and practices that will foster LGRT
sa¥s Dr Renu Naidu, the program officer. She extends her grm[ﬁfﬁ“’;;ﬁ;?;ﬁ

iﬁ;’:ﬁ%ﬁﬁi‘;‘:““ﬂggﬁ!dﬂn Marathwada Milra Mandal, Purie and Dr, K rant; Dieshmukh

impleme;\mﬁm nfmtij\ avan Law College for encouraging and extending support for m;

P ¢ ccrtificate course. The three-month certificate course is abou 1w
Ewnereas the next roll out of this course is going to start from July, 2022 .

Third gender studies should be given equal importance

A total number of 47 colleges across India offer courses in gender studies or women
studies, Teaching about feminizm, gender, sexuality, ferinity is very important but third
gender studies too should be given the right value and prisrity. "The core of gender studies is
women studies, The topic of women studies is looked at through the lens of femininity
associated with women only. I believe including teachings specific to the third gender could
make gender studies more effective for the masses which will result in alliance," says

Shivani Jadhav, Coordinator for the Certificate Course onLaw and Alterpative
Sexualities which has been recently introduced by Marathwada Mitra Mandal's Shankzrrao
Chavan Law, Pune, The course is an initiative designed by Dr, Renu Maidu and Prof. D, R.Raj
Rao and coordinated by Shivani Jadhav. it is designed witha holistic approach keeping in mind
awareness 1o larger socio-cultural shifts in understandings of sexwal and gender identities,
Eminent speakers from the community Jike Prof Dr B Raj Ran, Zainab Patel, Ashok Row Kavi,
Shobhna Kumar, Bindumadhay Khire, Parmesh Shahni, Prince Manvendra Singh Gohil and
Sylvester Merchant will held special lectures for the siudents.

Accessible knowledge will spread better

Rajeey Anand Kushwa, a research scholar and a panticipant of this course, says S
education system needs to make knowledge and information aboul quecr thmr"z.‘“' more
accessible and casy 10 understand. "When we talk about queer theory, a ot it is pr?ﬂ,:,,lmd o
the English language. The vocabulary and Janguage that we use are mmfﬁlhlt at times. When
cuch inaccessible information mixes with rigid ideas fike religion and moralify, it makes it
difficult For the larger population to understand different ways of I'F':. that are not
heteronormative or normative in fhe scase that we think of them to be. | fecl |h!s £ap rn:-:-:ls 1o
be bridged, the gap rogarding language and understanding. Colleges and education institutions
chould design courses and programs that will present all the hfnnn.uq-:m"a.n:und queer studies
i an accessible format so that it boosts awareness about the community,” says Ra::m.,
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Alliance Is a positive move towards aceeptance

Dhanashres Ghiare is the college counsellor at Marathwada Mitra Mandal’s Sha nkarrac Chavan
Law andl.r.h: shares that students from the community have & common coneern. “The biggpest
concern is the anxicty about being rejected. Acceptance is what they seck and they leok out for
people who may be accepting. Even though calleges chould be treated equally, students from
the LOBTOLA® community get diseriminsted againal due o 2 lack of awareness,” says
Dhanashree who has also taken up the course fo b able 1o provide the right pEsEUEEs for the
students from the commitnity. Shasing about onc af her students, she says, “That studenls
pleaded for help and said that change my orientation beoause people autside wWion'l accEnl me
like this. As a counsclior, 1 feelt that the maore. 1 know the better 1 will be able o da for the
community by providing tham with the right Kind of support and resources which will help
them with their mental - health o thieir Jife in gerieral.”
Studying with a diverse cravwd brings_in differcni narratives from varfous paris of ine
countrp. 1 wanted to Krow wehat kird of discourse gocs on abaut my commanity ard e

X =

identity that T have. How do ather peaple quf}'q'rfﬂdl' _;'-eaple;-' fpow dae thep fofk abewl the
rights af my conumnity and how they wani fo extend thelr hand in affiamrce with - Kajveer
Apand Kushwa, revearch  scholar and. 4 pambor of e gueer ey

interaction with mmmqj-i&__-ﬁ:mhm helps ppen up your mind
sories you read, your education and awareness about anything are

v

In-person

Mo matter how maty th .

ncomplete if you haven'tpraectically .:].{p“gri_:,-u-?:ESq it. The same applies to the quecr conmunity,
e of people are ignorat about commurity beratse they. have never bean up close Will 2
guicer PEFson. Saloni K AL i 5|u¢§5:1_E'|::rfla!'i:v never really inieracied with a quesr person.,
It was only during the_course that she’ came, acrass activists, writers, wachers from the

L

comumunity and she believes that those interactions made her mi&m that being an ally is the
least onc can do. "A5 2 T student, itis oy Tesmmsiblllt;.fll_l-m[ [ should understand and know
every perspeciive of the society. Moreover, Lam also writing aresearch paper an uniform civil
code, 50 to have inclusivity and detailed knowlﬁﬂge.._lynujm 1o understand the perspective of
the community. We are a product of.a hqmnphuhin Society; 5o taking up such COurses amd
inching towards hecoming an ally, is the synallest: thing that we can do Lo suppon the

communitysaccept them as any other individual and Gght for thejr rights," shares Saloni.

Dty Renu MNaidu

[cAsistant Professor of Sociclogy
Chairperson Equal Opportunity Cell
SCLC, Punc

SCLC, Pune
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