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In an attempt to discharge the social responsibility and to work for the betterment of the society,
the college has established the Family Counselling Centre in 2013. Under the guidance Mr.
V.V. Shahpurkar, former principal judge, family court Pune and Dr. Pravin Motiwala and Mr.
Sudam Gayake, former counsellors from family court Pune pro bono counselling services are
provided to the people affected by family disputes. In this work the centre is effectively
assisted by the panel of experts which comprises of legal advisors and medical practitioners.

In April, 2023 the family counselling centre was recognised by the State Women Commission
as a centre to extend counselling services on pro- bono basis to parties involved in family
disputes. To celebrate this recognition and expand its reach, the Family counselling centre had
arranged a *Sanwardhan program’ (Enrichment Programme). The occasion was graced by the
auspicious presence of Hon’ble Rupali Chakankar, Chairperson, Maharashtra State
Commission for women. Hon’ble Sonal Patil, Secretory, District Legal Services Authority,
Pune was present as a guest of honour. The programme was organised on 11" December 2023
in the ‘Dnyaneshwar Hall’ of the Shankarao Chavan Law College.

While delivering the welcome address, Dr. Kranti Deshmukh, Principal of Shankarrao Chavan
Law College. explained the object behind establishing the family counselling centre and
expressed the gratitude towards Mr. V.V. Shahapurkar Sir for his committed efforts of relieve
the suffering of people involved in family disputes.

Hon’ble Rupali Chakankar, Chairperson of Maharashtra State Commission for Women then
interacted with students. While addressing the gathering she shared some very disturbing
incidents showing the plight of women in Maharashtra. She said vulnerability of women is the
result of multiple causes such as illiteracy, patriarchal setup in the society, economic
dependency on spouses and unawareness etc. She said that education is the key to address the
vulnerability of women. She said that the recognition of the Family Counselling Centre is an
initiative taken by the State Women Commission to expand the reach of the legal aid and
counselling services to the needy persons.
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Hon’ble Sonal Patil while addressing the gathering, guided students in detail about the role of
legal services authorities in providing legal aid to poor litigants. She said that many awareness
and sensitization programmes for empowerment of deprived and vulnerable people of the
society. She appreciated the active participation of students in various activities organised by
District Legal Services Authorities such as Lok Adalats.

Deputy Commission of Child and Welfare Department Mr. Sanjay Mane and his staff members
and counsellors Anajana Mozar, Amrapali Shirsat, Ms. Smita Shinde and Adv Preeti Paranjape
attended the programme. For this programme Ms. Anita More, senior police inspector of
Bharosa Cell, government officials, lawyers from family court Pune and representative of NGO
and students of Shankarrao Chavan Law College were present.

The programme received the wide coverage in the print media. Overall feedback was found to
be very satisfactory.
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Lighting of the lamps by Hon’ble Rupali Chakankar, Chairperson of State Women’s
Commission

Ms. Rupali Chakankar, Chairperson of State Women’s Commission addressing the
gathering



Feedback of the programme
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