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ABOUT THE CERTIFICATE COURSE 



Aims and Objectives 

To introduce and acquaint students with the concept of alternative 

sexual identities, and history, law, politics, and literature of alternative 

sexualities in ancient, medieval and contemporary India. 

Need and Importance of Course 

Today, homosexuality and queer identities may be acceptable to more 

Indian youth than ever before, but within the boundaries of family, 

home, school and college, acceptance to their sexuality and freedom to 

openly express their gender choices still remain a constant struggle for 

LGBTQIA+ people. The fundamental problem is lack of awareness, 

lack of education, anxiety, acceptance, guilt, confusion, hesitation to ask 

questions related to gender identity and many more 

 

This particular course will sensitize students towards gender and sexual 

identities other than the universal male/female heterosexual and 

heteronormative identities prevalent in the world. It will enhance their 

employability, with an increasing number of NGOs and support groups 

now involved with lesbian, gay and transgender rights, and even 

government organizations acknowledging the need for this recognition. 

 

How will the course help students? 

India happens to be only the 27th country in the world to legalize 

homosexuality. Law students need to know the history of Section 377 of 

the IPC since its inception in 1860, to its first reading down by the Delhi 

High Court in 2009, its subsequent reinstatement by the Supreme Court 

in 2013, and its final reading down by a constitutional bench of the 

Supreme Court in 2018. The changed law has ramifications for future 

legal issues such as same-sex marriage, adoption, etc. The course will 

also include discussions on the NALSA judgment and various 

transgender rights bills. Several cases concerning the above are being 

fought in Indian courts at the present time by practicing lawyers. 

Acknowledgement of these laws and the social, political and cultural 

issues surrounding them is imperative for law students who are desirous 



of having a holistic knowledge of the law. Also, such courses help not 

only in building awareness among our college students but also help in 

fostering the free exchange of ideas which would further help in building 

a college campus that welcomes diversity of opinion and people of all 

backgrounds.  

 

COURSE CURRICULUM 

 
Module I 

A.  Introduction and Terminology: LGBTQIA+ 

B.  Sexual Preferences vs. Identity: Politicizing Sexuality 

C.  Heteronormativity, Heterosexism and Homosociality 

D.  Homosexuality and Medicine, the Law, the Police. 

Module II 

A.  Homosexuality in Ancient Greece, Rome, France, Germany, 
England and America: The Stonewall Riot. 

B.  The History and Reading down of Section 377 of the Indian 
Penal Code: 2009, 2013 and 2018. 

C.  Gay Marriage and Civil Unions 

D.  Coalition, Intersection and Inclusiveness 

Module III 

A. The Representation of Alternative Sexuality in Ancient and 
Medieval India. 

B. The Representation of Alternative Sexuality in Modern Indian 
Literature. 

C. The Representation of Alternative Sexuality in Indian Cinema. 

D. The Practice of Alternative Sexuality in India: Gay pride parades, 
internet dating apps, gay bars, public parks and washrooms as 

networking spaces, hijras, rent boys and support groups. 
 

  



COURSE DETAILS 

 Special guest lectures, interactive session based workshop, videos, 

group discussion and films will be arranged/organized as a part of 

this certificate course.  

 For each module students will be graded on the basis of internal 

and external evaluation through written assignments, participation 

in quiz programs and multiple choice question format.  

 There will be street plays also so as to build awareness in the 

campus or among other groups of the society. 

Eligibility:  

Graduates or Undergraduates above 18 years of age 

Fees: 

Rs. 2,500/-  

Duration: 

3 months consisting of 39 sessions of 2 hours each 

Mode of Teaching: 

The course will commence in an online mode however shall resume 

physical classes as and when the COVID19 situation permits. 

Days of conduct: 

Every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday starting from 1st February, 

2022 – 30th April, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



INVITED GUEST SPEAKERS 
  

 

Prof. (Dr.) R. Raj Rao 

Academician, Activist, Author, Poet and Playwright 

 

 

 

 

 

Ashok Row Kavi 

Indian Journalist and LGBTQIA+ rights Activist 

 

 

 

 

Zainab Patel 

Inclusion Catalyst, Development Professional, Story Teller, 

Inspirational Speaker, Human Rights Practitioner and Change 

Agent 

 

   

 

 

Parmesh Shahani 

Author of Queeristan (2020); Gay Bombay (2008). Public 

speaker; Culture Curator, LGBTQIA+ inclusion advocate; 

Former Head -Godrej India Culture Lab + D&I; TED 

Senior Fellow; Yale World Fellow; World Economic Forum 

YGL 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Bindu Madhav Khire 

LGBTQIA+ Rights Activist; Founder and President of 

Samapathik Trust 



 

Kanav N Sahgal 
Programme Manager at Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy 

 
 

 

 

Dr. Anagha Karve Jog, 
Consultant Psychologist, 

Institute of Psychological Health (IPH), Pune 
 

 

 

Dr. Kaustubh Joag 

Senior Research Fellow at Centre for Mental Health Law and 

Policy, Indian Law Society & Consultant Psychiatrist 

 

 

 

 

Sylvester Merchant 

Founding Member, Lakshay Trust, Gujarat 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Kanchan Pawar 

Medical Officer at MITR Clinic, Centre for Transgender 

Health, YRG Care 

 

 

 

Dr. Seema Sahay 

Scientist G,  

Social and Behavioural Research Sciences, ICMR -NARI 

 



Sagar Barve 

Activist and LGBTQIA+ Network Moderator 
 

 

 
Sonia Spal 

Activist and LGBTQIA+ Network Moderator, Bangalore 

 

 

 

 

Pallavi Pareek  

Founder - Conduct and UNGENDER; Co-Founder - iPleaders.in 

 

 

 

 

Aruna Desai 
Founding Member of Sweekar - The Rainbow Parents of India 

 

 
 

 

 

Shobhna Kumar 

Founder, Queer Ink Ventures 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Dhanashree Ghare 

Student Counselor, Maratha Mitra Mandal 

 
 

 

 

 

 



COURSE COORDINATORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Renu Naidu           Shivani Jadhav                

 Program Officer                   Program Coordinator 

 

 

STUDENT TEAM 

Ishan Belapurkar     Pranjal Kakani 

Rutika Jadhav     Saanvi Sai 

Sangram Shinde     Yogeshwari Sirsikar 

 

FOR QUERIES 

E. courses@sclc.edu.in; M. (+91) 7030527443 

 

FOLLOW US ON 

Facebook:https://m.facebook.com/111273718104868/ 

Instagram:https://www.instagram.com/eocmmsclc/ 

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/equal-opportunity-cell-

marathwada-mitra-mandal-s-shankarrao-chavan-law-college-pune 

Telegram:https://t.me/eocmmsclc 

Twitter:https://twitter.com/mmsclc_eoc?s=11 
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PUNE NEWS

PUNE Marathwada Mitra Mandal’s Shankarrao Chavan Law College - affiliated to the SPPU -
have for the first time introduced a special certificate course explaining the laws for the LGBTQ
(lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer) community

Now, a special certificate course, ‘Law and Alternative Sexualities’
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Marathwada Mitra Mandal’s Shankarrao Chavan Law College - affiliated to the SPPU - have for the first time
introduced a special certificate course explaining the laws for the LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender
and queer) community. (PTI FILE PHOTO)

By Prachi Bari

PUNE Marathwada Mitra Mandal’s Shankarrao Chavan Law College - affiliated to the SPPU -
have for the first time introduced a special certificate course explaining the laws for the LGBTQ
(lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer) community. The course has been introduced to
honour the challenges faced by the LGBTQ community and aims to introduce students to and
acquaint them with the concept of alternative sexual identities; and the history, law, politics and
literature of alternative sexualities in ancient, medieval and contemporary India.

Advertisement

The special certificate course titled, ‘Law and Alternative Sexualities’ has already got an
overwhelming response with a diverse group of participants ranging from 19 to 40 years including:
second, third and fourth year students of BA LLB; psychologists; Ph.D./research scholars
(conducting research on gender studies); IIT Roorkee students; post-graduate (PG) teachers; PGs
in English and Psychology; and a college counselor.

The three-month course has been exclusively designed for practitioners of law and students
interested in understanding LGBTQ laws. “It’s the first-of-its-kind because this certificate course is
designed with a holistic approach with the help of the principal resource person, professor Dr R
Raj Rao; Zainab; Ashok Row Kavi; Shobhna Kumar; Bindumadhav Khire; Parmesh Shahni;
Sylvester Merchant; mental health professionals; the CEO of Sweekar Foundation (a support
group of the parents of LGBTQ children); professionals from the centre for legal policy; and
medical professionals from the public health centre,” said Renu Naidu, assistant professor of
Sociology, Shankarrao Chavan Law College, who has helped design this course along with B G
Jadhav, executive president, Marathwada Mitra Mandal, Pune; and Kranti Deshmukh, principal.
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Gay rights’ supporters/activists have transformed the law and the legal profession, opening the
doors of law firms, law schools and courts to people who were once very casually and cruelly shut
out because of their sexual orientation.

“Today, homosexuality and queer identities may be acceptable to more Indian youth than ever
before, but within the boundaries of family, home, school and college, acceptance of their sexuality
and freedom to openly express their gender choices still remains a constant struggle for LGBTQ
people. The fundamental problem is lack of awareness and acceptance, anxiety, lack of education,
guilt, confusion, hesitation to ask questions related to gender identity and many more. Such
programmes help not only in building awareness among our college students but also in fostering
the free exchange of ideas which would further help in building a campus that welcomes diversity
of opinion and people of all backgrounds,” Naidu said.

Advertisement

The idea is to have an inclusive environment in the campus because even today, many students
drop out because of non-acceptance and lack of awareness among other students. Campuses
could be diverse without really being supportive or inclusive of LGBTQ students. “We need to build
an environment where we accept people exactly where they are in their development,” she added.
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