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Webinar 

 

Name of the activity: Webinar on "Law and Identity: How can decriminalization of Section 

377 of Indian Penal Code Acquire Mainstream Relevance" on 04-09-2020. 

Object of the activity and beneficiaries:  

 This webinar will help sensitizing students towards gender and sexual identities other 

than the universal male/female heterosexual and heteronormative identities 

prevalent in the world. It also enhances their employability, with an increasing number 

of NGOs and support groups now involved with lesbian, gay and transgender rights, 

and even government organizations acknowledging the need for this recognition.  

 The Stonewall Riot that took place in New York City on 26 June 1969, saw gay and 

lesbian men and women, who met at the Stonewall Inn in Greenwich Village, and 

we're routinely gay bashed and blackmailed by cops, beating up the policemen in 

revenge. The day, which is celebrated as Pride Day all over the world, symbolically 

marks the beginning of gay liberation. Its impact began to be felt in India in the 1990s 

with the setting up of India's first gay support group and publication of India's first 

newsletter in Bombay. From then onwards there was no looking back. Activism, 

literature, films, all came together and eventually led to the reading down of the 

archaic Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code that criminalized 'unnatural sex'. As we 

celebrate the 51st anniversary of Stonewall, a talk that shows us how it impacted gay 

revolution in India and it is imperative for students of law, the humanities, and social 

sciences. 



 Also, granting ‘Marriage rights’ to the LGBTQ+ community has been a widely debated 

topic and has evoked a lot of religious antagonisms, because of the prejudiced and 

orthodox notion of the Indian society, that claims ‘Homosexual Relationships’ to be 

‘Immoral and against their respective Cultures and beliefs. It is very important for Law 

students to know about the importance and reason for decriminalization. 

 B.A.LLB- IInd Year students were the beneficiaries of this webinar. 

Details of the Program: 

 Duration of the Lecture Series:  

Date : 04/09/2020 

Time : 1:30pm  to 3:30 pm 

Place: Online Program 

Zoom meeting details: (Meeting ID: 82583633605 Passcode: 550011) 

Recorded Lecture details: https://youtu.be/fqKQ86j6Lbc 

 

 Resource Person: 

Prof. Dr. R.Raj Rao: Professor R Raj Rao is the author of over 20 books of fiction, 

poetry, plays and critical nonfiction. He also has numerous articles published in both 

scholarly anthologies and journals, as well in popular online and print publications 

such as Scroll.in and Caravan magazine. Rao is a recipient of the Nehru Centenary 

British Fellowship for post doctoral research; the International Writing Program 

Fellowship of the University of Iowa, USA; the Quebec-India Fellowship of Concordia 

University, Montreal, Canada; and the Indian Council of Cultural Relations' Rotating 

India Chair Fellowship at Tubingen University, Germany. Rao is currently Emeritus 

Professor at Symbiosis International University, Pune. 

Brief about the Program: 

 Gay rights supporters/activists have transformed the law and the legal profession, 

opening the doors of law firms, law schools and courts to people who were once 

casually and cruelly shut out because of their sexual orientation. Today, 

homosexuality and queer identities may be acceptable to more Indian youths than 



ever before, but within the boundaries of family, home, school and college, 

acceptance to their sexuality and freedom to openly express their gender choices  still 

remain a constant struggle for LGBTQIA + people. The fundamental problem is lack of 

awareness, anxiety, acceptance, lack of education, guilt, confusion, hesitation to ask 

questions related to gender identity and many more....... 

 This webinar has helped sensitizing students towards gender and sexual identities 

other than the universal male/female heterosexual and heteronormative identities 

prevalent in the world. It also enhances their employability, with an increasing number 

of NGOs and support groups now involved with lesbian, gay and transgender rights, 

and even government organizations acknowledging the need for this recognition.  

 

Number of Participants:  

110 students participated in this two hour Webinar. 

 

Feedback Details:  

 98% of the students participated in this Webinar and looking at their responses and 

queries that they had, more such lectures need to be organised for the budding 

lawyers. 

 Students/ participants realized that the fundamental problem is lack of awareness, 

anxiety, acceptance, lack of education, guilt, confusion, hesitation to ask questions 

related to gender identity. 

 According to many students this subject should be a part of their Gender Studies in 

the current curriculum offered by the  University. 
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